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Dear Grey to Green Phase 2 occupiers and stakeholders,
It gives me great pleasure to let you know that the project has now been
completed, subject to a small amount of planting (delayed due to Covid, see
further explanation below) and also a small amount of snagging.
I want to thank you all for your help, patience and understanding whilst the
works have been on-going, from May 2019 until now. It is not easy to build
such transformational scheme and the team is really grateful for your cooperation.
I have attached below a brief summary of the project and the different elements
it contains. Also a few photos.
Also very pleased to let you know that we have secured European and SCC
funding to extend the Grey to Green project to Angel St. We will be consulting
with Angel St occupiers and stakeholders in November and hope to be on site
in spring 2021.
I wish you and your families the very best for the difficult winter ahead
.

Thanks again for all your support,
Lucia

The multi-functional Grey to Green Phase 2 scheme links Castlegate to the
‘hidden jewel’ of Victoria Quays and has transformed the almost redundant
former Inner Ring Road into a green corridor with sustainable drainage, floral
meadows, segregated cycle lanes and public art. The lushly planted largely
traffic free public spaces will also give walkers and cyclists much easier and
more enjoyable access to and from the city centre. These will create the
opportunity for outdoor events, such as the Castlegate Festival , Waterways
Festival and Exchange Street Escape to grow in the area.
An additional part of the scheme has significantly improved Snig Hill and the
approach to Castle House, where popular food halls Kommune,and tech
workspace Kollider are now based.
Redundant dual carriageway from Park Square to Blonk Street, once part of
a seven-lane Inner Ring Road , has been reclaimed to provide a much improved
setting for the seven hotels in Castlegate – the largest concentration in the city
centre - when they reopen. As part of the scheme, two City Centre Style
Information Points will also be installed (one on Castlegate and one on
Exchange St).
This includes quality areas for pedestrians and two-way cycle facilities with a
new 20mph speed limit in place. Bus routes have been shortened and several
long distance cycle and walking routes into the city centre have been
connected, including the Five Weirs Walk, Canal Towpath, Upper Don Trail,
National Cycle Route 67 and Park Square/Sheaf Valley Park.
Castlegate Street has been closed to vehicles to create a large riverside
terrace with potential to accommodate outdoor seating for cafes and bars,
including the former public toilet due to open soon as the Two Rivers Bar and
the Tap and Barrel - now under new management by the Peddlers Market team
and renamed the Hop Box. The Council also plans to market the former
Hydroponics shop on Castlegate as an exciting opportunity .
The project will also improve resilience to climate change , providing large
porous planted areas to soak up and hold back surface water in heavy rainfall in
an area which suffered badly in the 2007 floods. Along with Phase 1 at West
Bar this is believed to be the largest ‘retro-fit’ scheme of its kind in the UK and
has drawn much interest from both other cities in the UK and nationally.

An important aspect of the scheme is its ecological impact on a previously
hard ‘grey’ environment. Fifty-seven new trees have been planted as part of
the scheme, along with a multitude of low maintenance perennial meadow
plants and bulbs which will provide a year long succession of colour and
natural habitat for insects, birds and mammals. The Grey to Green planting
concept was developed by the City Council’s own Landscape Design Team,
with advice from Prof Nigel Dunnett of Sheffield University, an acknowledged
international authority. Planting was carried out by local social enterprise
Green Estate, based in nearby Manor.
The scheme includes specially designed bug hotels within the four public art
‘totems’ as well as an addittional six more naturalistic looking ‘bug hotels’.
They provide habitats specially designed for bees, birds and other insects to
thrive, along with nature and heritage information boards as well as a
The Exchange Street area has a long and rich history, which once
contained the orchards of Sheffield Castle, but by the mid C19th it was one
of the most important public spaces in Sheffield, surrounded by the grand
Corn Exchange, the Norfolk Market Hall, the 4,000 seat Alexandra Music
Hall, the Canal Basin, Victoria Station and the Smithfield Fairground. In
revitalising the area, the Council and its Castlegate Partners aim to
encourage it’s revival as a thriving social and commercial hub. A historical
lectern has been also installed on Exchange Place to celebrate the history of
the area.
The project has been funded by the European Regional Development Fund,
Sheffield City Council and the Government’s Local Growth Fund through the
Sheffield City Region’s Local Enterprise Partnership.
Planting Update
• The G2G2 project (Exchange Place, Castlegate and Snig Hill) will plant 57 new
trees in total. 45 of them have been already planted. The rest, an additional 12,
will be planted in November 2020 as this is the appropriate tree planting
season. These 12 are: 4 in Snig Hill, 3 in Exchange Place and 5 at the top of
Castlegate;
• Thousands of small perennials have already been planted .The perennial
planting remaining around the trees that will be planted in November will be
planted alongside the trees to avoid damaging them;
• There will be a total of over 350 shrubs planted as part of the project . The vast
majority of the shrubs have been planted. The shrubs remaining around the
trees that will be planted in November will be planted alongside the trees to
avoid damaging them
• All the over 30,000 bulbs included in the scheme will be planted in November
2020 (alongside the remaining 12 trees) as this is the appropriate bulb planting
season.

IF YOU ARE A DRIVER IN THE AREA, PLEASE REMEMBER:






Blonk St is now a two way street but there is no access for
private vehicles to Wicker from Park Square due to a new bus
gate on Blonk St Bridge;
Please note that access to all the hotels and the NCP car park
from Park Square remains unaffected as the new bus gate starts
after access to the hotels and NCP;
So, beyond the access to the hotels and NCP, Blonk St towards
the Wicker can only be used by buses, cyclists and taxis;
Through traffic, please use ring road;
Castlegate (the street) is now closed. Follow diversion to
Wicker.

